THE FARMER AND MECHANIC.

Lilte so much of the Bible, the Song

- e ——
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. . .—_|the larger concerns of tha 11, §
|- apologists in Furopé Cannotl ex-i ., incibal aualificatio
“""*,'”.t]lo :x?-t\-lac:rtain undonbted offen- {ht two pgnwilrl;ifll.i!vu:il:t--l'-‘f" n .
plain SNeY svilimtion In the presentSIBCEre AR IWEC SEORE —intere
ses agalnst <1 - Christ's work in all its aspects:
Wur. . ] TS quality of sober judgment,
] Th= Baitle Song of Victory, zeal.

RELIGIOUS WORLD
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T WOMAN'S WAK SONG, |

The tnternational sunday school Les-
<on for Junuary 10 is “Deborah and

Barak  Deliver tsracl” — Judg.
1:3.23: H:1.22,

(WILLIAM T, BLLES)

I leaders in the modern woren's,

. =
and relizion. She lighted ;I.m_rh ithe
fires of lovally to the dream of ADTa-

Lam and to the covenant-keeping Je-

hovah. DBy lifting aloft the common
ideals, she created once more some-
thing akin 1o a ftrue national senii-
ment.,

When The Hour Sivunck.

Long Dehoranh had been tiring some
hearts and restraining others, Patwriots

movement knew their Hibles iwtu'l'imusi have patience, Slowly but inevit-
we should hear oftener of the first|anhiy the time ripened to the houw _ﬁf
femindst in history, Deborah the pro-i geliverance. The :xrm::ruu-:-_;md high-
phietress and emancipator, It iz e | handedness of the Cunaanites gl't‘w
that Miriamn, the sister of Moses, hroke | worse and worse, The very “a?“”m]
furth into song upon one trivmphant }life of Isracl was threatened.  All the
secos<ion, bnt the next eminent woman | while the alliance of the .Jews grew
who fizures in the Bible story, Debo-| stronger. This wonderral woman
yali, really led and inspired her peo-|bound to herself, by contidence in her
ple over a course of yearsz, during the | jndgment and patriotism, the neiral
troubled period of the judges, The | Jeaders of her people.

master stroke that won thaean liberty Ar last the

was of her devising and «xecntion, and
it was she who composed the wonder-
ful pean of I'u'jnli it whileh celebhrated

the event.

The hushband mivht a& well be call-
o Ar. Deborah, for Lappidoth I8
merely mentioned as heing the hus-
band of the prohetezs,  Was it a hill..r{‘]
role that he had to play in being

merely the helpmect of a public wo-
man? Perhaps our own times \.'.‘1_11
evolve a code for the man lll:tl'tt! imn
‘his now common posgition,

Peborah
bhand. T he

nus-

Wil
[EIs

was grealer than her
work to which she
called was one which could not
done through him: for even the
wisest wife can impart force of char-
aeter, vision and the qualities of lead-

FLR)S

crehnip to a man. So Deboran ll}‘..l't"tl‘.
in & period when usage prescribed
fequestration and =a sm'.nnltlu!‘}' }Jli‘l('l'
for her sex, to translate into adcton

ey wreat ideals Tor her people,

The Women Who Iaad.

Britain had her Doadicea

Lher Joan oi Arce, Gerimnany
LLouise. America ner Lucretia Mott
Susan 1:% Anthony and Francis Will-
ird. All down the highway of history
we gee gshining oceasional women who,
when men's hearts failed or their
eyves were Jdinmmed, rose w the role of

France
her Quecen

leaders and deliverers. In the great
cmergencies  of  Ameriea's  ploneer
davs, and of the Wuar Detween the

States, women by the hundreds prov-
ed themselves heritors of the highest
traditions of womanly heroisni.
What is the most characteristic
aquality of womanhood, if it is not in-

sight, wvision, idealism and a high
lovalty? Who feels a nation’s wrongs
s0 keenly as its women? Who are

tlaming pioneers of all social reforus
but women? Why are they foreinosd
in the missionary a1d temperance en-
terprise”?

Soul-sensitiveness explaing it ‘That
guality made Deboirah a seer and 4
propagandist. She had greatness and
finenesy of spirit.  Justice and patrio-
tism were really master passions with
her, kvery wrong done to her ob-
preseed counirymen by the proud snd
cruel Canaanitez entered her heart as
i sword. Her loyalty to Jehovah, and
her zeal Tor him, made her great, In
# dark day when the ordained eccle-
siastical leaders proved futile, she led
har people back to God,

sSo Beborah moved [romn the land of

Issachar south to that of Benjamin,
where she would be free to counsel
und confer. This rfuggests a word
ubout the geography of the story: and
present world events are newly teach-
ing people the importance of geo-
. #raphy. The scenc of the battle lies

hack of Mt. Caninel, that long “mouns-
tain of a thousand wvilleys” by the
e, where (hie modern l‘il}- of Haifa,
with its German colony, its harbor and
itz terminus of the Damascus KRail-
Wiy 18 now situated. The =cene of
the defeat of Sisera is about the same
a8 that of the slaughtor of the priests
of Baal, after Elijah's dramatic con-
test on Mt Carmel. To the eastward.
almost in a line withh the lake of
tGalilee, rose syviametrical Mo Tabor.
which figures in the story as the resort
of Barak's army. Issachar, Deborah's
home lay directly south, but she weoent
still further souithward, almost 10
Jerusalem, to a spot between Bethel
and IRlamah to ectablish herself as 5;
prophetess to whom the people could
resurt for counsel and inspiration.
Then, under the palm tree by the
door of her tent, Deborah st d.'ld l'l';
cefved her people. The picture is sug-
gestive, A prond woman, of ﬂlu_‘ll‘\.'
-‘t_lhu-l!vd features, with the reserved
demeanor of a greatly burdened soul
‘he =at day hy day and received d.-.:
putations in every-inereasing numbers

a8 her reputation Family strife

h BErew,
and villa

(g &

SN Hage puarrel were adjudiciatd
y h:-:.‘_ W streain of  vietims of
Canaanitish oppression brought their
Woes to her, The

perplexed )erds ot
! I desperate by in-
1[1:-(!-‘:' ]f“t’li U pon injustice, -‘nnf;r:'red
With this patriotie, widevisioned wo-
man. Into all i1he Hebrew natiopn

ni}.b .\a‘," 3 i il X" i =3 2 .
w arvied h=r words of patriotisl

communities, drive

hour striick for which
the patriots had prayed and prepared.
Deborah sent the word to brave Barak,
up in Kedesh-Naphtali, to rally the
ten thousand true men of Naphtali
and Sebulun to Mt Tabor, and she
wonld by means not divulged, draw
forth Sisera to battle and defeat.

Right here Barak proved himself g
man of first grade, for he was willing
to take second place. He agreed to
the plan vroposed, provided cnly thai
Deborahh herself would lead the host
|into battle. This meant resigning the
glory of the defeat of Sisera into a
woman's hand. But Barak was that
sort of true patriot who puts the com-
mon cause above personal glory.

Barak realized that the host would
follow famous Deborah whom they
knew as the oracle of God. She, (o
be utterly fair to him, with frank
words, remained the leader of the
ten thousand that he was relinguish-
ing into the hands of &4 woman the
eraedit for a memorable victory, Sisera’s
defeat wus sure, and famous would bg
thai leader bhefore whown he should
fall. Barak was willing 10 have his
own fame obscured, if thereby the
enemv ol his people might be con-
auersd.

v Cowardly Captaln amd

Woman.

War, our saddened hearis now
rezlize, 18 not very difierent today
from what it has always been, except
thai it is somewhat more deadly. The
clash of man with man, in a struggle
of death, is essentially the same in
France and Poland today as it was
when the host of Deborah and Barak
swept down f[from syvimmetrical Tabor
upaon ithe chariots and horsemen of
Sisera in the great plain of Esdraelon
below.

v some providence which is not
made clear: “The lLord discomfited
Sisera and all his chariots,” and the
Israelites were given a complete and
overwhelming vietory. Evidently
from the Song of Deborahn, the river
Kishon, a trifling stream ordinarily,
overflowed its banks in a sudden storm
and the chariols were engulfed or so
sorely hindered that they could not
fight,

As fox famous
Canaanites, Sisera proved himself
somewhat less than a hevo, Instead
of swaying by his troops to the end,
and dying like a brave general, he
slipped out from the melee and sought
to save his own life hy '
flight. History is full of shameful
episodes like this, of great leaders
who, in a erisis, prove DU!‘-'i“ani()US,
]irizill;," their Oown Silft‘l;.' above honor
and liut}—. Nisera's message to the
youth of today is to learn to die nobly,
rather than to live cowardlv. '

Jiad he died or been captured like
brave

a Crue)

Jdie captain of the

ignominious

a soldier Sisera  would have
escaped ihe ignominious end which
Wi hig, a fate like that of a wild
animal,

In his fight, he came 1o a
Bedouin encampment. The tents were
those of a party of neuiral INenites,
Tl'u- men were all absent, and the rigid
eliqueite of the time and
demanded that Sise
the unprotected

t the people
ra should pass hy

househaolis. In his
xyvumunly terror, he cCumiunilitiad tlu;
folly and offence of secking to hide
in the women's quariers n‘f Ilf*hnr'é
tent,  Jael, the wife, quick or ;si;
resorted to guile. She welcomed him:
fed him from the goetskKin full ot
curdled milk, and when he

iell swifi-

Iv into ihe sleep of utier exhaustion

she slew him.

» A fmll deed was Jael's. Clevery
commentators have tried io explain
away, on the : -

: r grounds
lu.t:-__,-n 01 the desert
basis of Jael's loy

of Siser’'s vio-
code, and on the

aliy to Israel. her
cruel and monstrous act, in dri\'.ingtzl!.
ten_t Peg through the temple of the
sleeping guest.

sles We kno r
urge_nt do€s not have our ::ar}:liaﬁdql}}}?
a uur_ﬂ.ghl: I have seen men scrafoh-
ing. biting or kicking esach other: and
\%e_a!so know that cruelry is cmn'mun-
er in the }-':ast. Nevertheless the deed
was fiendish, even ir it did 'svrv'«‘-' t;f:
welfare of the Chogen l’enble - a g
consummate the vietory of Ié“ n1
Malging_all allowanece for the -uai:lt;f :i
of the times, there are sSomea éu-ia ttﬂl-.;t

canunot be condoned: exacily as all the |

+0rs? ‘There is always a

o- reborah is best iuu-l‘r-rr:}edl in the
lizht of the usages of the East Once,
down along the Tigris river, 1 had put
to confusion a petty Turkish orﬁcl_al.
and my old rafitsman (1 called him
“Hamlet.” becanse he was such a mel-
ancholy Dane) lifted up his crucl«;_t.@
voice and in a long and boastful recii-
tative tune sang the triumph as ir 1t
had been one of Alexander’s victories.
That is the ecustom in Bible lands to-
day, as for thousands of vears past.
Every Arab skirmislk produces a crop
of epies. Your western poet must chew
a penholder for a time ere he can
produce a little verse; but your Aral_;,
with the swing and vigor and gtatell-
ness of Deborah’s pean, will impro-
vise his poetry ior every ocCasion.
Every village and tribe has its poet
laureate whose efficiency, relatively, 1s
greater than that of Britain’s, )

A stately, noble song was that ol
Deborah, and worthy of close study.
In it she not only sounded the note of
triumph, and exulted in the fall of the
foe, and rehearsed the events of the
battle, and derided the craven Israel-
itics who had skulked at home in the
hour of need, but she also, and chief-
ly, set forth the majesty and might
of Jehovah, as the real victor. The
poem, like all true poeiry, penetrated
straightway to the heart of the mat-
ter, and in lofty strain, exalted the
God who gave the victory.

Aszide from its inherent interest,
this great conanest over the Canaan-
ites helped determine the solidarity
of the Hebrew people, The event was
a turning point in the history of Is-
rael. Deborah stands, a regal figure,
at a cross-roads in the life of her na-
tion; and she upholds and represeits
the twin truths of patriotisin and roe-
ligion,

TEAM WORK FOR CHURCHIES.

Terse Comments on the Uniform Pray-
er Mecting Topice of the Young Peo-
ple’s Sodieties—Christian ¥udeavor,
ete—t'or January 10—“Our De-
nomminational Boards, and Our Rela-
tion to Them.” 2 Cor. 8: 8-15,

By William T. Ellis,

How many Christians unitedly do a
comprehensive service for the whole
nation and the entire world? That
is a big question, a diflicult question,
and a pressing question. All the temp-
tation for a loeal church lies in the
direction of parochialism. Church
work sufters from smallness and self-
centeredness. The problemn is to relate
every individual congregation and
(“hristian to the broader work of the
kingdom, The system of denomina-
tional boards that is in present use is
admittedly imperfect, There is too
mnch waste energy in it. It overlaps
too greatly and overlooks too much.
The national and international agen-
cies are too many, and too seriously
duplicated, owing to the nearly two
hundred Protestant denominations in
North America. A slow, strong, steady
drift of onr day is toward the reor-
gapnization of denominational boards.
with a view to lessened expense and
increased efficiency. Interest in these
larger phases of Christian work iis ex-

pected of all thoughtful church mem-
bers,

Notwithstanding all their limitations
and defects, denominational boards
are the best means for securing an
outreach of one's personality, influence
and offerings. They represent the in-
dividual Christian in fields which he
could not personally enter. In his
behalf and at his behest, they work
for him in ways in which he is not
personally skilled, A diversified, con-
stant and far-reaching ministry is DOS-
sible to every ehureh member through
his denominational benevolent bnarﬁs,
3 ® >
_ All boards are not of equal impor-
tance, The wise giver exercises dis-
crimination in his support. IT, by any
method or for any reason, ufmroi‘:
members should aequire the habit of
2gving conventionally a iump sum of
31_11 hene.vulvncps, much of the joy and
Inspiration and effectiveness of giving

would be lost. An intelligent study
of church boards, their purpose, ner-
sonnel and methods, is really the du

nnel and the ) duty
oI every diseriminating church mem-
her. - -
$ & @
Seldoni:  are  the long- established

church boards as sensationat in their
Z.l,]l[)f"'xtl-‘-‘; as certain independent Ul‘“‘:i.'n—
1zatlons. The very word "undmmi—;un—
ational” sounds alluring to ma

sons,  The result has been that lurgze
Sums are  contributed to ae:e:h*i?ew
wh}ch‘ are irresponsible and rélative:
ly ineffective, being strene nnl'y in the
money-raising  end. Candid  words
nemj Lo be spoken about this Every
unbiased investigation of w.hir*:n‘ “I
have knowledge has shown tha“t‘rhe
cheapest, the best adminisiered ana
the most effective form of missionar
work i;; that under the car—e.'hnf thy
great denominationl boards Thew:\
latter zre thoroughly resl,mm;i'h]p- m.{d
anmenable to the givers. Throug}iﬂ the

chureh courts they may be
to book at any time, Y be brought

ny per-

Over independ

ent philanthropi he o

e 'ples there is no con-
A - devoted

_ awer, plu: : 3
bond, is the fulilment c-;? ttixqe ﬁ-n(z‘-lrl:ff;g
to g0 "into all the worlg.”
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One by one «
dying off. Wh

.

1d chureh e

aders are
ere aro el

t,]lvf"ir sSUCCess-
call for yYoung
and tinie to

men. will give thought
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Roards are bridges across 11,
of izolatinan which surrounds
Christian lives.
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Through his church beards. o )
tian speaks with authority npon |
questions of social service, n.
welfare and Christian needs,

g T L
A group of suggestive thouy)

cn the topie is the following
Amos B. Well=:
“Our board of Tforeign Til:

enormously lengthened our arm
enables us to work at the sam |
in many distant parts of the earth

“His board of home missions sy
at tne right hand of every C
patriot, and does what he long:
fc his dear country.

“Your denominational S
school board cnables you 1o pa;
debi for all the Sunday
maoeant o you.

“Your denominational public,u
board spreads the truth for w!
vour denominational stands. U
helieve it, you wani others
it,

“What banks and checks do fur
transmission of money and the -pre g
of commerce our denominatiog
boards do for the transmission or in
fluence and the promotion
King's business,

hrisg

schaol |

¥
1

to hel

Orl | e

“Yon remember the fable o1 g
sticks that could be broken .uasily
when separate, but not at all whep
tied together in a bundle. ©Our ({..
nominational boards tie us 110

bundle. .

“As a disease that will spreac o>
the entire body may start in 2 ven
simall part of the beody, so an insicuin-
cant member of a denomination i
start a malady that will spread
the entire body of the ehurches.

“A country store may be maunoco
by c¢ne man, but a big city depuari-
ment store must have boards of man
agers, To object to denominationa
boards is to wish for a very little e
nomination.

SEVIEN SENTENCE SERMOMNS,
He wiin has niot been a servant o1«
not hecome a praiseworthy masror. -
Plato.
* > &
‘We need to guard against mial g o
show of our praying, talking about
—-J. B. Hiller,

¢ * 3
Zeal and duty are no slow, but on
onccasion’s forelock watehful wai
Milton,
® -1 -]

In the deespest night of troubie and
sorrow God gives us 8o much to 04
thankful for that we need never (o
our singing—Coleridge,

9 a2 &

The saerifices of God are a broken
spirit: A broken and contrite hear.
O God, thou wilt not despise,— 7. 4
17,

e
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Less, less of self each day,
And more, my God, of "Thoo:
Oh, keep me in the way,
ITowever rough it be.
——Bon:-nir.

= * *

Ile who freely praiscs what e
means to purchase, and he who enum-
erates the faults of what he means 14
sell, may set up a partnership with
honesty.-—-Lavater,

i
PRICRLY CONSCIENCE

FASER

“Never Bailt for a Criminal.” Sass

Man Who Asserts He's a Thivi.
Kausas City Star.

“Do I feel sorry that I gave mvel?
up to the police to atone for my pa-t
crimes? Well, I should say not!
have felt better the last few honr
I've be=n in jail than I have feli ©
the past ten yvears.”

That is how a young man who gas
the name¢ of Charles Flax feels siic
he walked into police headquartors
and told Capt, Thomas P, Fiahive thii
he had led a life of
years,

“I was never built for a2 ecrimin:l,
he said. “The iirst offense 1 «veo?
committed hurt my conscience, ani |
gave myself up, That was ten yei!
agn when 1 was only 15 years old. |
stole some money from my father and
ran away. When the money was spii
I felt sorry and told the police al:on’
it. I would not tell my name nnt!
I had served two months in a reforn:
atory. I felt better then and to!
them who my father was. Ile immm:
diately took me home.

“I have held up men, both on
street and in stores, stole monev {ro:
injured persons while an orderiv
t‘he‘- General Hospital, robbed the mv
Jor whom I worked, and even stol
from my friends. While engaged 11
the commission of the aects my con-
science did not bother me, but w@fter
ward——then is when 1 suffered.
would hecome despondent after cor
mitting & orime and want to give m:
self up to atone for my wrongs, bl
usually my love of liberty would oo
the better of me”

i

The late John Alvah Blaisdell,
East Lebanon, Me., lived on his fari
without a human companion for moro
than 40 years, but had, at times, 13
or 20 cats. He read every newspape:
he could get, and is said to have reac

erime for (oI

rt
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every book in the Bast Rochester
library, and some of therm three oF

fouy times,



